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What Happened?

The Nine Who Dared
The Nine Who Dared

In September of 1957, a group of nine African-American students were the first to
enroll in previously all-white Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas. Although
segregation had been ruled unconstitutional in the Supreme Court case of Brown v. the
Board of Education, many communities in the South were reluctant to open their doors
to African-American students. Arkansas Governor Orval Faubus ordered the National
Guard to prevent the “Little Rock Nine” from entering the building on their first day of
school. He was eventually overruled by President Eisenhower, who sent troops from the
101st Airborne to safely escort the students to Central High.
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Once enrolled, the nine students faced daily harassment, but were trained not to react
to the constant insults and abuse. After months of being tormented, one of the students,
Minnijean Brown, decided to fight back and was expelled from school.

Violence and discrimination against African Americans in Little Rock had increased as a
result of school desegregation. Members of the community were conflicted about what to
do next. Some believed that integration should be postponed for the safety of the students
and the greater community. Others strongly believed that the students must stay in
school, no matter what sacrifices had to be made.
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The Nine Who Dared
Chin Nguwoi Gan Da

Vao thang Chin ndm 1957, mot nhém chin sinh vién ngudi My gde Phi 1a nguoi dau tién
di hoc & truong Central Cép Ba toan hoc sinh ngudi da trang & Little Rock, Arkansas.
Mic du sy phan biét di dugc gigi han qua hién phap trong truong hop cua Brown kién
Hoi déng Gi4o duc tai Toa an tdi cao vé viée nhidu cong df‘)ng & mién Nam khong cho
sinh vién ngudi My gbe Phi dén truong. Théng déc cia ving Arkansas Orval Faubus

ra 1énh Céanh sat qubc gia ngan chan “Little Rock Nine” vao truong trong ngay dau tién
tuu truong. Ong dé bac bo va vuot qua Tong thdng Eisenhower, ngudi giri quan tir 101
Airborne dé ho téng cac hoc sinh dén trudng mot cach an toan.

Sau khi ghi danh, chin sinh vién phai d6i mat v6i sy quiy réi hang ngay, nhung dugc dao
tao khong duogc str dung nhiing 101 lang ma va bao hanh. Sau nhiéu thang b’i day vo, mot
trong nhirng sinh vién, Minnijean Brown, da quyét dinh chong lai va bi dudi khoi truong.

Bao luc va ky thi dbi voi nguoi My gbe Phi & Little Rock gia tang, két qua tao nén cac
thanh vién ciia cong dong méu thudn vé nhimg gi can 1am tiép theo. Mot s6 tin rang nén
hoén lai vi sy an toan cuia hoc sinh va cong ddng . Nhiing ngudi khéc tin teéng manh mé
ring cac sinh vién phai ¢ lai truong, khong can biét phai hi sinh nhimg gi.
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Question! Debate! Decide!

The Nine Who Dared The Nine Who Dared

Minnijean’s act of defiance sets the stage for Theatre Espresso’s production of The Nine Gap hat Espresso san xudt Chin Ngwéi Gan Dan duya trén hanh dong ctia Minnijean. ()
Who Dared. In the play, you will act as members of the Little Rock community. You Trong vo kich, ban s€ hanh dong nhu cac thanh vién cta cong dong Little Rock. Ban s&€ g’
will view a dramatization of the events, interview characters, debate the issues with your xem su kién, nhan vat phong van, tranh luan cac van dé vdi ban cung 16p cua va xac dinh
classmates and determine whether the remaining eight students should return to Central xem tam sinh vién nén tiép tuc di hoc hay cho cho dén thang Chin véi hy vong rang bao =
. . . . . : . . . ~x s A (=)
High immediately or wait until September in hopes that the violence will subside. luc s€ giam dan. -
. . A pas 2% . =
Questions to consider Cau héi de xem xét? a
=]
» When the students do go back, what actions should school administrators and elected * Khi céc sinh vién di hoc lai, nhitng nha lanh dao ctia nha truong va cac quan chirc duge =
officials take to help protect them? bau phai lamgi dé gitip bao vé ho? =
(=
» What coping strategies should the eight students adopt in the face of harassment? « Nhitng chién lugc ma tam sinh vién nén ap dung dé dbi mat voi sy quay réi? g
» What risks are worth taking in order to end injustice? « Nhiing hy sinh nay c6 gia tri dé két thiic s bit cong khong? (g
* Should young people be asked to risk their safety and emotional well-being for the sake « C6 nén doi hoi nhimg thanh nién mao hiém an toan cua ban than va cam xuc cua ho vi ‘('<D>~
of an important cause? loi ich cuia mot sy vi€c quan trong nay ? E;
ot
=]
Arguments for returning to school Lap luin tré lai trwomng hoc =.:
Arguments against returning to school Lap luin chong lai viéc tré lai trwong hoc
Changes that need to be made if the eight students return Thay d6i can dwgc thye hién néu cic tim sinh vién tré lai truong

' 1
TheatreEspresso’ 3 ' TheatreEspresse-

WAKE UP TO HISTORY! 7 | WAKE UP TO HISTORY!



Historical Timeline

The Nine Who Dared

May 17, 1954: The United States Supreme Court rules that racial segregation in public
schools is unconstitutional in the Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka decision. Five
days later, the Little Rock School Board announces that it will begin desegregation in
compliance with the Court’s decision.

May 24, 1955: The Little Rock School Board votes to adopt the Superintendent
Virgil Blossom’s plan of gradual integration, beginning with the high school level in
September 1957. Lower grades would be integrated over the next six years.

Spring 1957: Eighty of the 517 Black students living in the Central High district
express an interest in attending the school. After interviews with the Superintendent and
staff, 17 students are selected. Eight students later decide to stay at the all-Black Horace
Mann High School.

August 27, 1957: Seeking to prevent African American students from enrolling at
Central High in September, the Mother’s League of Central High School files a motion
for a temporary injunction against integration.

August 30, 1957: Federal Judge Ronald Davies orders the School Board to proceed with
its desegregation plan.

September 2, 1957: Governor Orval Faubus calls upon the Arkansas National Guard to
surround Central High, prohibiting African American students from entering the school.
In a televised speech, he declares that this move is to prevent violence and keep the
peace.

September 3, 1957: Judge Davies orders that Central High School must be
desegregated.

September 20, 1957: Judge Ronald Davies rules that Faubus has used the National
Guard to prevent integration, not preserve the peace. On Davies’ orders, Faubus removes
the Guard.

September 23, 1957: Nine African American students are escorted into Central High,
while an angry mob of over 1,000 protesters gather outside. Before the end of their first
day of school, the nine Black students are removed from the school by police officers for
their safety.

September 25, 1957: Under orders from President Eisenhower, 1200 members of the
101st Airborne Division escort the nine students back into Central High for their first
full day of classes.

December 1957: After being taunted by white male students, Minnijean Brown dumps
a bowl of chili on one of the students and is suspended for six days. She is later expelled
for a subsequent altercation and transfers to New Lincoln High School in New York
City.
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The Nine Who Dared

Ngay 17 Thang 5 Nim 1954: Toa 4n Tdi cao Hoa Ky ra 1énh rang phan biét chung toc
trong céc truong cong 1a vi hién phap nhu Brown kién quyét dinh cua Hoi Pong Gido
Duc Topeka. Nam ngay sau, Hoi ddng cua truong Little Rock thong bao rang s& bit dau
phit hop véi quyét dinh cua Toa an.

Ngay 24 Thang 5 nim 1955: Hoi Dong truong Little Rock bo phiéu thong qua ké
hoach hoi nhap dan dan S¢ Gido Duc Virgil Blossom, bit ddu véi trung hoc cip ba vao
thang Chin ndm 1957. L6p thap hon s& dugc thich hop trong sau nam toi.

Miia Xudn nim 1957: Tam muoi thanh vién trong s 517 sinh vién da den séng & quin
Central High thé hién sy quan tim mudn dén truong hoc. Sau cude phong van véi S&
Giao Duc va va thanh vién cta truong, 17 sinh vién dugc chon. Sau d6 tdm sinh vién
quyét dinh & lai truong trung hoc Cip Ba Black Horace Mann danh riéng cho toan da
den.

Ngay 27 thang 8 nim 1957: Viéc tim kiém dé ngan chan sinh vién ngudi My gbe Phi
dang ky di hoc tai truong trung hoc Cap Ba Central trong thang Chin,Me ciia League
hoc sinh truong trung hoc Cap Ba Central kién vé 1énh cAm tam thoi cho viée dang ky
hoc.

Ngay 30 thang 8 nam 1957: Thim phan Lién bang Ronald Davies 1énh cho Hoi Ddng
Gi4o Duc tién hanh ké hoach ctia no.

Ngay 02 Thang 9 ndm 1957: Théng dbc Orval Faubus kéu goi National Guard
Arkansas bao vay truo’ng, cm sinh vién ngum M§ gbc Phi di vao truong. Trong mot bai
phat biéu trén truyén hinh, ong tuyén bd rang hanh dong nay la dé ngan chin bao luc va
gin gilr hoa binh.

Ngay 03 thang 9 nim 1957: Tham phan Davies yéu cdu truong trung hoc Cap Ba
Central phai duogc desegregated.

Ngay 20 Thang 9 nam 1957: Thém phan Ronald Davies néi rang Faubus da st dung
luc lwong Canh sat qudc gia dé ngan chin hoc sinh dén truong, chir khong phai giir gin
hoa binh. Davies yéu céu Faubus loai bo luc luong Canh sat.

Ngay 23 thang 9 niam 1957: Chin sinh vién ngudi M¥ gbe Phi duoc ho téng dén
truong, trong khi mot dam dong hon 1.000 ngudi bidu tinh ty tap bén ngoai. Trudc khi
két thuc ngay ddu tién & trudng, chin sinh vién dugc di chuyén khoi truong boi nhan
vién canh sat vi su an toan cua ho.

Ngay 25 Thang 9 nim 1957: Theo lénh ciia Téng thdng Eisenhower, 1200 thanh vién
ctia Sur doan101 ho téng chin hoc sinh tr lai vao truong cho ngay dau tién cta ho.

Thang 12 nim 1957: Sau khi bi ché gidu boi cac sinh vién da tring, Minnijean Brown
hét t6 chili vao mot hoc sinh va bi dinh chi hoc trong sau ngay. Sau do, co bi truc Xuét
do mot cude du da va chuyén dén truong trung hoc cip ba New Lincoln & thanh phd
New York.
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Timeline Reflection Questions

The Nine Who Dared

Arkansas Governor Orval Faubus (speaking)

1. Over three years passed between the Brown v. Board of Education decision and
the integration of Central High. What are some possible reasons why the Little Rock
Superintendent decided on a “gradual integration” of the schools?

2. Of the students initially chosen to enroll in Central High, many decided to stay at
Horace Mann instead? Why do you think those students decided to stay at an all African-
American school?

3. Governor Faubus was initially supportive of integration. He stated that the reason he
prevented Black students from entering Central High was for their safety. What other
reasons might have caused him to take this action?

4. Why do you think Minnijean Brown received such a strong punishment for her
actions?
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The Nine Who Dared

President Dwight D. Eisenhower

1. Trong ba nam trdi qua gittaquyét dinh trong su kién Brown va Hoi dong Gido duc va
su hoi nhap cua Trung hoc cap ba Central. Néu 1én mot so 1y do giai thich tai sao So Gido
Duc Little Rock quyét dinh vé “hoi nhap dan dan” cua cac truong?

2. Trong s6 sinh vién ban dau dugc lya chon dé di hoc tai trudong trung hoc cép ba Central
nhung quyét dinh 6 lai Horace Mann vi sao? Tai sao ban nghi nhiitng hoc sinh dé quyét
dinh & lai truong danh cho tit cd ngudi My gbe Phi?

3. Théng ddc Faubus ban dau hd tro hoi nhap. Ong ndi rang 1y do ong ngin can sinh vién
da den dén hoc tai truong trung hoc cap ba Central 1a cho su an toan cua ho. C6 nhiing ly
do khac co thé dd khién 6ng phai hanh dong nay?

4. Tai sao ban nghi Minnijean Brown nhan sy trimg phat manh mé& cho hanh dong cua
minh?
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Vocabulary

The Nine Who Dared

THe Izaoe
NG
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Brown v. Board of Education: the 1954 landmark Supreme Court decision that
mandated the integration of public schools.

Segregation: the separation of a specific racial, religious, or other group from the general
body of society.

Civil Rights: the rights to full legal, social, and economic equality extended to African
Americans.

Lynching: putting a person to death by mob action without due process of law.

National Guard: a dual State-Federal military force that can be called upon to protect
citizens and their property in times of emergency. The National Guard can also be
deployed to serve the U.S. abroad during times of war or crisis. Each state has command
over its own National Guard, but shares that authority with the Federal government.

NAACP: the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People founded in
1909. Its mission is “to ensure the political, educational, social, and economic equality of
rights of all persons, and to eliminate racial hatred and racial discrimination.”
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The Nine Who Dared

Brown kién Hdi ddng Gido duc: mdc Toa an Tdi cao quyét dinh 1954 bit bude cac
truong cong lap hdi nhap.

Phan biét chiing tdc: su tach biét cua mot ching tdc, ton gido, hodc cac nhom cu thé tur
co thé ndi chung cuia xa hoi.

Dén quyén: quyén binh déng phap ly, x4 hoi va kinh té toan mé rong dén chau Phi M.

Treo ¢b: dua mot ngudi dén cai chét boi hanh dong ciia dam dong ma khong theo ding
thu tuc cta phap luat.

National Guard: mét luc lugng quan sy cta Lién bang, co thé duoc kéu goi dé bao vé
cong dan va tai san cua ho trong truong hop khin cép. Luc lucmg Cénh sat quéc gia ciing
¢6 thé duoc trién khai dé phuc vu dit nudc trong thoi gian chién tranh hodc khung hoang
M3i tiéu bang c6 luc lugng Vé binh Qudc gia riéng ciia minh, nhung chia s& quyén diéu
binh vdi chinh phu lién bang.

NAACP: Hiép hoi qudc gia vi sy tién b ciia nguoi da mau thanh 1ap vao ndm 1909.
Nhiém vu ctia no la. “Dé dam bao su biqh dang vé chinh tri, gido duc, xa hoi va kinh té
cua quyén lgi ctia tat ca moi nguoi, va dé loai bo han thu chung tdc va phan biét ching

AL

toc.

Students meeting the mayor of New York City
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Key Players

The Nine Who Dared

DAISY BATES, president of the Arkansas NAACP, provided guidance and support to
the Little Rock Nine. In the fall of 1957, her home became the headquarters for those
working to integrate Central High.

MINNIJEAN BROWN, one of the Little Rock Nine, was suspended and later expelled
for retaliating against the students who harassed her during her first year at Little Rock
High. She transferred to New York’s New Lincoln School, where she graduated in 1959.
She became a social activist and served in the Clinton Administration as the Deputy
Assistant Secretary for Workforce Diversity.

ELIZABETH ECKFORD is remembered for facing the angry mob outside of Central
High all alone on September 4, 1957. After Little Rock schools were closed in 1958, she
joined the U.S. Army and earned her G.E.D. She returned to Little Rock in 1960 and later
attended Central State University in Wilberforce, Ohio.

ERNEST GREEN, a senior when he entered Little Rock High in 1957, was the first
African American student to graduate from the school. He earned a bachelor’s and
master’s degree from Michigan State University, after which he work as the Assistant
Secretary of Housing and Urban Affairs under the Carter Administration.

ORVAL FAUBUS, Governor of Arkansas (1955-67). In 1957, citing public safety
concerns, he defied the Supreme Court’s decision to integrate schools by ordering the
Arkansas National Guard to prevent African American students from entering Central High.

ELIZABETH PAISLEY HUCKABY, a vice principal at Central High School, was
responsible for shepherding the female Black students through their first year at the
school. She was a believer in integration, stating that “no public school system segregated
by law on the basis of race is consistent with democracy.”

CARLOTTA WALLS LANIER, the youngest of the Little Rock Nine, returned to
Central High when it reopened. She received her bachelor’s degree from Colorado State
College, and later founded a real estate brokerage firm.

MELBA PATILLO, a junior when she entered Little Rock High in 1957. She later
became a journalist and wrote an autobiography entitled, Warriors Don't Cry.

GLORIA CECELIA RAY was a sophomore when she enrolled at Central High School.
Her mother, who worked for the State of Arkansas, was fired by Governor Faubus for
refusing to withdraw Gloria from Central High School. They moved to Missouri the
following year. Gloria graduated from Kansas City Central High School and later become
an attorney.

TERENCE ROBERTS, a sophomore when he enrolled at Central High, moved to Los
Angeles, California to complete his high school education. He received his Ph.D. in
psychology from Southern Illinois University and serves on numerous boards, including
the Little Rock Nine Foundation.

JEFFERSON THOMAS, a sophomore when he entered Central High School, graduated
from the school in 1960 and went on to work as an accountant for the U.S. Department of
Defense.

THELMA MOTHERSHED, one of the Little Rock Nine, completed her junior year at
Central High School in 1958. After Central High closed, she continued her education
through summer school and correspondence courses, went to college, and earned a
master’s degree in Guidance and Counseling from Southern Illinois University.
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The Nine Who Dared

DAISY BATES, chu tich cia NAACP Arkansas, cung cip huéng din va hd trg cho Little
Rock Nine. Vao mua thu ne‘l}n 1957, nha ba trd thanh tru s¢ cho nhitng nguoi lam viée dé
tro giup truong trung hoc cap ba Central.

MINNIJEAN BROWN, mot trong nhitng Little Rock Nine, da bi dinh chi va sau do

bi dudi hoc vi tra thi nhirng sinh vién bi quiy réi ciia ¢6 trong nim diu tién cua co tai
truong Little Rock. C6 chuyén sang hoc tai truong Lincoln cua New York, noi ¢6 t6t
nghiép vao nam 1959. C6 da trd thanh mot nha hoat dong xa hoi va phuc vu trong chinh
quyén Clinton 14 Pho Tro Iy Ngoai trudng cho luc luong lao dong da dang.

ELIZABETH ECKFORD dugc nhd vi phai d6i mét don phwong véi sur gidn giit cia
dam dong bén ngoai cua truong trung hoc cip ba Central trong ngay 04 thang 9 nim
1957. Sau khi truong Little Rock da bi dong cura vao nam 1958, ¢6 tham giaquan doi Hoa
Ky va hoan tit chuong trinh phd théng G.E.D. Cb tré vé Little Rock vao ndm 1960 va
sau d6 di hoc tai truong Pai hocCentral State trong Wilberforce, Ohio.

ERNEST GREEN, la sinh vién 16p 12 khi budc vao truong Little Rock vao nam 1957,
14 hoc sinh chau Phi dau tién t5t nghiép. Ong d 14y dugc bang cir nhan va thac si tir
truong Pai hoc Michigan, sau d6 ong 1am viéc nhu 1a Tro 1y B truong Nha ¢ va vén dé
db thi thudc Tdng cuc Carter.

ORVAL FAUBUS, Théng dbe Arkansas (1955-1967). Vao ndm 1957, v6i 1y do lo ngai
an toan cong cong, ong bat chép quyet dinh cua Toa 4n Téi cao dé tich hop cac truong
hoc bang cach ra 1énh Vé binh Quéc gia Arkansas dé ngan chan sinh vién nguoi My gbe
Phi dén truong.

ELIZABETH PAISLEY HUCKABY, mét phé hiéu truéng tai truong Trung hoc cAp
ba Central, chiu trach nhiém dan dét cac nit sinh vién Den trong nam dau tién cia ho tai
truong. C6 1a mot tin db va tin ring, “khong co hé thdng truong cong 1ap tach biét cia
phap ludt trén co s6 ching toc phit hop voi nén dan chi.”

CARLOTTA TUONG LANIER, ngudi tré nhét cua Little Rock Nine, quay lai trung
hoc cép ba khi trudng mé cira lai . C6 dd nhan duoc bang cir nhén tir trudng Colorado
State College, va sau d6 thanh lap mot cong ty moi gidi bat dong san.

MELBA PATILLO, hoc sinh nam tht ba khi ¢6 budc vao truong Little Rock trong
nam 1957. Sau d6, ¢d da tré thanh mot nha béo va da viét mot cudn tu truyén mang tén
Warriors Pung khoc.

GLORIA CECELIARAY la m¢t sinh vién nam thtr hai khi c6 theo hoc tai Central High
School. Me ¢, ngudi di lam viée cho Nha nuéc Arkansas, di bi sa thai bai Thong dbc
Faubus vi tir chdi rat Gloria ra khéi Central High School. Ho chuyén dén Missouri nam
sau. Gloria tét nghiép Kansas City High School va sau d6 tro thanh mét luét su.

TERENCE ROBERTS, nam tht hai tai truong Cép Ba Central va chuyén dén Los
Angeles, California dé hoan tit viéc hoc. Anh nhén bang Tién ST vé& tam Iy hoc tir truong
DPai hoc Southern Illinois va phuc vu trén nhiéu hoi df”)ng, bao gém ca Little Rock Nine
Foundation.

JEFFERSON THOMAS, mét sinh vién nam thir hai khi anh buéc vao truong Cép Ba
Central, tt nghiép vao nam 1960 va di lam ké toan cho B6 Quéc phong My.

THELMA MOTHERSHED, mdt trong nhitng Chin nguoi , hoan tAt 3 ndm cua minh tai
truong Cap Ba Central vao ndm 1958. Sau khi truong Cap Ba Central dong cira, ¢6 tiép
tuc viéc hoc ctia minh qua chuong trinh hoc he va cac khoa hoc twong ung,va dat dugc
bang Thac Sivé Tu Van va Huéng Dan tai truong Dai hoc Southern Illinois.
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My Questions

The Nine Who Dared

As members of the Little Rock community, you will have the opportunity to ask
questions of the following key players. Write down some questions that you may ask.

Daisy Bates:

Ernest Green:

Melba Patillo:

Vice Principal Huckaby:

|
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The Nine Who Dared

La thanh vién cta cong déng Little Rock, ban sé& c6 co hoi dat cau hoi cac nhan vat chu
chot sau day. Viét ra mot so cau hoi ma ban mudn hdi

Daisy Bates:

Ernest Green:

Melba Patillo:

Phé Hiéu truwéng Huckaby:

WAKE UP TO HISTORY!
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TheatreEspresso performs at the
John Adams Courthouse in Boston (in
collaboration with the Supreme.ludicial
Court), at the Lawrence Heritage State
Park Visitors Center, and in schools and
museums throughout New England.
The company thanks Mass Humanities
and the following foundations for their
generous support.

~ O) BOSTON
p CULTURAL
COUNCIL

massculturalcouncil.org

Cabot Family Charitable Trust, Catherine McCarthy Memorial
Trust Fund, Friends of Lawrence Heritage State Park, Foley
Hoag Foundation, Immigrant City Archives, National Endowment
for the Arts, C. Pringle Charitable Foundation, Nathaniel and
Elizabeth P. Stevens Foundation, and the White Fund

*This program is supported in part by a grant from the Boston Cultural
Council, a local agency which is funded by the Massachusetts Cultural Council,
administrated by the Mayor’s Office of Arts, Tourism, and Special Events.

Since 1992, TheatreEspresso has toured its educational dramas to schools,
museums, libraries, and courthousesthroughoutNew England. TheatreEspresso’s
work challenges students to make critical judgments, explore social relationships,
reflect on the role of law and human rights in our society, and question accepted
truths about the history of America. These plays confront students with complex
situations, based on actual historical events, that provoke a variety of opinions
and solutions. By asking students to consider themselves participants in the
drama, the company engages students in examining contradictory events and
testimony in order to reach their decisions.

TheatreEspresso does not advocate any one viewpoint, but hopes to compel
students to relate historical events to contemporary issues. TheatreEspresso is
in residence at Wheelock Family Theatre.

WHEEL For further information, visit our webhsite at

FAMILY

THEATEE www.TheatreEspresso.org




