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THEATRE ESPRESSO PRESENTS 
American Tapestry: 
Immigrant Children of the Bread and Roses Strike
[your town]_______ [your state]_______.  What role did women and children play in the textile industry at the start of the twentieth century? What were the effects of low wages, long workdays, and hazardous living and working environments on immigrant families? How did workers from a variety of ethnic backgrounds unite to improve working conditions at the Lawrence mills and nationwide? Theatre Espresso explores these questions in their play American Tapestry, about children from immigrant families who worked in the Lawrence mills and were part of the Bread and Roses Strike. 
Students from [your school] _____________ in [your town] _________________ will participate in this interactive performance. In role as members of a Congressional Committee, students will offer recommendation on how best to end the strike and improve conditions for working families. 
About American Tapestry: In 1912, a Massachusetts law reduced the workweek by two hours. Lawrence mill owners in reduced the salaries of struggling workers to match. The pay reduction prompted one of the most effective labor strikes in U.S. history. Thousands of immigrant workers speaking 25 different languages joined forces and went on strike. The winter strike worsened living conditions for families. Attempts were made to relocate some of the children from Lawrence for their health and safety. Police used brutal force to prevent parents from putting their children on a train to Philadelphia. A Congressional investigation into conditions at the mills was launched and a delegation of child strikers from Lawrence testified in Washington D.C. As a result of their testimony, Congress pressured mill owners to accept the strikers’ demands. For further information about American Tapestry please contact Managing Director Kortney Adams at info@TheatreEsoresso.org or 617-942-0899.
About Theatre Espresso: Theatre Espresso creates, produces, and performs interactive plays that bring history to life for students, in order to foster a generation of critical thinkers and true citizens. Since 1992, Theatre Espresso has toured its educational dramas to schools, museums, libraries, and courthouses throughout New England. Inspired by the highly successful Theatre-in-Education teams of Great Britain and by the belief that drama is a potent teaching tool, Theatre Espresso’s work challenges students to make critical judgments, explore social relationships, reflect on the role of law and human rights in our society, and question accepted truths about the history of America. These plays confront students with complex situations—based on actual historical events—that provoke a variety of opinions and solutions. Visit www.TheatreEspresso.org.
