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THEATRE ESPRESSO PRESENTS
UPRISING ON KING STREET: THE BOSTON MASSACRE
[your town]_______ [your state]_______ What are the responsibilities of a military force sent to occupy a foreign land? Is violence ever necessary to keep the peace? What role does class play in the administration of justice? Theatre Espresso explores these questions in their play Uprising on King Street, about the Boston Massacre. 
Students from [your school]__________________________________in [your town] _________________ will participate in this interactive performance. In role as members of the jury in the trial of Captain Preston in 1770, students will examne the events prior to and during the Boston Massacre through the eyes of ordinary men and women who were both shaped by and were instumental in shpaing history. 
About Uprising on King Street: The Seven Years War with France left Britain 133 million pounds in debt. To boast their economy, Parliament enacted a series of taxes on the American colonies that were despised by Boston’s inhabitants. British troops sent to Boston in 1770 further burdened an aggrieved populace. On March 5, what started as a group of boys taunting the guard, quickly escalated into a riot as Bostonians hurled sticks and snowballs at the soldiers. Led by Captain Preston, British soldiers from the 29th Regiment rushed to the scene. Chaos ensued, as soldiers shot and killed four men, and wounded six more. Preston and his soldiers were arrested for murder. Ignoring public sentiment, John Adams defended Preston and the soldiers at trial. Preston was acquitted, as were six of his men in a separate trial. Two soldiers were convicted of manslaughter. The Boston Massacre became a precipitating event to the American Revolution. For further information about Uprising on King Street please contact Managing Director Kortney Adams at info@TheatreEsoresso.org or 617-942-0899.
About Theatre Espresso: Theatre Espresso creates, produces, and performs interactive plays that bring history to life for students, in order to foster a generation of critical thinkers and true citizens. Since 1992, Theatre Espresso has toured its educational dramas to schools, museums, libraries, and courthouses throughout New England.  Inspired by the highly successful Theatre-in-Education teams of Great Britain and by the belief that drama is a potent teaching tool, Theatre Espresso’s work challenges students to make critical judgments, explore social relationships, reflect on the role of law and human rights in our society, and question accepted truths about the history of America.  These plays confront students with complex situations—based on actual historical events—that provoke a variety of opinions and solutions. Visit www.TheatreEspresso.org.
